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   Some people have asked why we are celebrating the Church’s Anniversary. The 
reasons are many but start with the remembrance of God’s goodness and 
faithfulness.  The Anniversary began with rejoicing, and rededicating— with “a 
chance to assess the past.  Our church began as a result of a disagreement. We are 
not certain what that discussion was about.   However, we do know the new 
church was founded on what the people involved believed was the right basis. 
There was some pain and  a need for reconciliation with our past.  The Anniversary 
offered us a chance to address these.  Our history includes also so many good 
things.  Many generations have worshipped here through the years. New Christians 
were born here. The Church has nurtured many sons of the ministry.  The 
celebration gives us the opportunity to celebrate our past, present and future.  To 
remind the church of where we are now.   To help us look forward to the future.  
To remind us of being a part of something greater.  To embody the truth of God’s 
strength through his people that God is timeless and so is His Word.  

New Pilgrim Journey 

He commanded them to take nothing for the  
 
journey except a staff...Mark 6:8 Fall  2016 

In this Issue: 
 Celebrating 120 Years 

 From the Pastor’s Desk 

 Making Time 

 Six Elements of Worship 

 Notes from a Notetaker 

 120th Church Anniversary 
 
 
 

 
Church Events 
 
Church Anniv.       September 9 
Church Picnic September 10 

Anniv. Worship September 11 

Advisory Council October 8 

Quarterly Meeting October 15 

Pink Sunday October 16 

Worship Sunday October 30 

Women’s Conference November 12 

Women’s Day November 13 

Concert  November 13 

 

Now therefore ye are more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and the household of 
God.  Ephesians 2:19 

Celebrating 120 Years 



Three Reasons to Thank God 
From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

As we approach the holiday season, I would like to remind us 
that God has been wonderfully good to us all. God has 
blessed us in so many different ways; some He has blessed 
with beautiful homes, successful careers, outstanding health 
and some He has blessed with intelligent minds, healthy and 
beautiful families both biological and spiritually. It would be a 
shame if we do not pause during this holiday season—or 
better yet if we do not pause—and give Him thanks because 
of who He is. He is our creator, wonderful counselor, and our 
beginning and our end. The Bible reminds us to let everything 
that has breath praise the Lord. God is truly worthy of our 
adoration towards Him, He is worthy of our appreciation and 
thankfulness.  

 

I will like to leave us with three good reasons to be thankful 
for a mighty God.  
 
1. We need to thank God for forgiveness  
 
Jesus came that through the shedding of His blood so that 

our sins are forgiven because He made atonement for sin-
ners, that we will find ourselves back in the right relationship 
with the Father and spend eternity in Heaven.  
 
2. We need to thank God for family 

 
God created us in His image male and female, Adam and Eve 
and told them to create the first family. It was important to 
God then and is still important to God now. God birthed us in 
unique families both biologically and spiritually. We grow as 
mature people with family members because family builds 
character. As family members, we need to praise one anoth-
er, appreciate one another’s talents and spiritual gifts. We 
need to support one another in their activities. We need to 
be there through our family members’ trails and tribulations. 
Family members need to be great encouragers and support-
ers. Family members need to be there on special occasions 
such as birthdays, anniversaries, and life milestones such as 
graduations, and dedications. This is how we need to em-
brace family at church because the Church is family as God 
has ordained it.    
 
3. We need to thank God for being sufficient 
 
God protects us now like he protected the Israelites in the 
wilderness. God provides food and shelter now like he did in 
the wilderness. God is always an on time God. 
 
So, this season and everyday give God the glory he deserves 
and I promise  that you will be bless. When praises and thank-
fulness goes up blessings come down. 
 

Pastor Michael A. Greer 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 
will call upon the name of the Lord. 

Psalm 116:17 

 Making Time 

       I marvel why more Christians do not have a greater desire for God’s word. They speak of 
their love for God, pepper their speech with "God bless".  Yet they are only Sunday morning 
11 am Christians. Their reasoning is that they don't have the time. I mean think about it, we 
have Sunday School for 45 minutes, Church worship from 11:00 am until 12:30 pm on Sunday, 
that's an hour and half. Wednesday Bible Study is from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm for one hour, 
which comes to total of 3 hours and 15 minutes. Yet we cannot give to the Lord four hours out 
of the week.  Now let’s think about the remaining time of our week.  God gives us the strength 
to go work for 40 hours a week.  Sleep for 56 hours a week and then awake. We watch at least 
4 hours of television per day or 28 hours per week.   Adding 40 hours of work, 56 hours of 
sleep with 28 hours of television for us, do the math.  Surely, those don’t outweigh the hours 

of attending church for learning more about God.  How can we worship God better?  Maybe, by getting to know him better. 
Come, join us in Sunday School and Wednesday night Bible Study.  Sister Cindy Vaughn 



Six Elements of  Worship 

 
Are there right and wrong ways to worship? Certainly.   But what makes worship 
right or wrong is not your posture, your music, or whether you raise your hands, 
clap your hands, or fold your hands. When a woman asked Jesus about different 
ways of worshiping, Jesus replied, "A time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth" (John 4:23, NIV). 
. 
 
1) Praise. Giving honor and glory to God.  Celebrating Him.  Lifting Him up. Giving 
Him our best.  We trust Him. 
 

2) Thankfulness. Worship means acknowledging who God is (holy and good) and who we are (not so holy and not so good) in 
relation to him. This means admitting and confessing our sin, and accepting God's forgiveness. Accepting that this is a gift from 
God. 
3) Prayer. In worship, we speak directly to God about what's on our minds (our needs and the needs of others) and what's on 
God's mind (his desire for love and justice and redemption in the world). Prayer starts about God. We take time for Him.  
 
4) Hearing God's Word. This means reading the Scripture. It also means listening for what God is saying to you through the 
music, the sermon and everything that happens in worship in Church, our prayers and other Christians. 
 
5) Obedience by remembering Christ's sacrifice.  Thinking about how God saved us from sin is at the very center of our worship.  
Worship helps us to live more like Christ. We cheerfully give because of His gift of life to us. 
 
6) Responding to God's love. We must love Him. Worship doesn't end when the service is over. Worship means that when we 
leave the service  we are so aware of God's greatness that we find ways to obey and honor and serve him throughout the week.  
We want to know about Him. We share God with others by serving others with in His name and speaking of His greatness.  
 
To worship in spirit means you love the true God for yourself while worship in truth means worship  comes from your heart 
because you know God  
  

I am a note taker. I take notes because they are a tangible way for me to remind myself what’s important and what matters. I 
need to be reminded of that much of the time. Here a sermon note that I refer to often.  On Sunday, March 16, 2016, Reverend 
Greer preached a sermon on: Following the Lord’s Instruction. This is one of my most 
referred to sermon summaries, as this one was very instructional, and that is exactly what I 
like and need. The summary to this particular sermon went something like this: 
The scripture came from Matthew 21: 1-15 – The sermon topic was following the Lord’s 
Instruction and Direction:   
Pastor Greer instructs us that we must consult the Lord in every decision we make, as the 
Lord knows the plan for us; therefore we must trust Him to make everything right – GOD will 
never leave us or forsake us “Hebrews 13:5” Pastor Greer told us that the Bible says that 
GOD is the Author of our lives and I believe in the bible, (it is the biggest notebook of all). So I 
know that I should trust HIM and follow HIS plan for me; but how do I do that?  
Listen to the Lord: Okay, so how I hear HIM? Follow your heart – your heart is the Holy 
Spirit. (I actually ask myself “what would Jesus do?”). Once I honestly answer that, I have my 
answer. 
Humble yourself: I do this by listening to my answer, (what would Jesus do), even if it is not 
what I want to do. 
Do what is instructed:  This one is easy, just follow the “Word”. Be obedient to what the bible 
says. My children told me once that the acronyms for Bible stand for: Basic Instructions Before 
Life Ends=Bible.   
When I look over my sermon notes during my week of work, errands, teenage kids, grands-kids, 
and a host of other things, I am reminded of the glory of GOD and how blessed we are to be busy, 
be over-run with errands, to be babysitters, and friends, and parents. When I look back over my 
sermons notes, I know that I am blessed just to be – because if not for Jesus, I would not be at all. 
 

Notes from a Note-Taker: 
 by JoAnn Lewis  

 
According to Pastor Greer, 
these are some steps we 
need to take: 
 
1). Listen to the Lord 
2). Humble Yourself 
3). Do what is instructed! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A23
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